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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Claims 2 - 5, 12 - 13, 16 - 17, 19, 22, and 23 have been cancelled. Claims 1 , 
6,7, 9, 14, 15, 18, 20, and 24 - 26 have been amended, as follows. 

1 . (currently amended) A portable computer configurable in a tablet 
configuration, a laptop configuration, and a closed configuration, said portable computer 
comprising: 

a display unit having a display device and a back surface; 
a base unit having a primary input device and a bottom surface; and 
a hinging assembly coupling said display unit to said base unit, said hinging 
assembly having a first hinge with a first axis of rotation and a second hinge with a 
second axis of rotation, wherein said back surface of said display unit is in contact with 
said bottom surface of said base unit when said portable computer is in said tablet 
mode, 

said primary input device and said display device are between said back surface 
of said display unit and said bottom surface of said base unit when said portable 
computer is in said closed configuration, 

one of said first hinge and said second hinge is rotated to reconfigure said 
portable computer between said closed configuration and said laptop configuration, 
[[and]] 

said first hinge and said second hinge are rotated to reconfigure said portable 
computer between said closed configuration and said tablet configuration , and 

a first friction force resists rotation of said first hinge about said first axis of 
rotation, a second friction force resists rotation of said second hinoe about said second 
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axis of rotation, and said first friction force is of a smaller magnitude than said second 
friction force. 

Claims 2-5 (cancelled). 

6. (currently amended) The portable computer according to claim [[5]] 1, 
wherein a ooparat i on separating f orce applied to separate said display unit from said 
base unit causes said first hinge to rotate until an angle of rotation of said first hinge 
equals a maximum angle of rotation associated with said first hinge and the second 
hinge does not rotate and farthef a larger magnitude application of said separati[[on]]ng 
force causes said second hinge to rotate, wherein the portable computer does not 
Include a latching mechanism and the first hinge and the second hinge do not include a 
locking mechanism . 

7. (cunrently amended) The portable computer according to claim [[5]] 1, 
wherein said first friction force resists rotation of said first hinge in a first direction and a 
third friction force resists rotation of said first hinge in a second direction opposite to 
said first direction, said third friction force having a greater magnitude than both sad first 
friction force and said second friction forc e, which allows the first hinge to rotate first 
when the portable computer is opened to said laptop configuration from said closed 
configuration and the first hinge to rotate second when the portable computer is 
changed from said laptop configuration to said closed configuration . 

8. (original) The portable computer according to claim 7, wherein said second 
hinge has a first amount of friction when rotated in a first direction and a second 
amount of friction when rotated in a second direction opposite to said first direction. 

9. (currently amended) The portable computer according to claim [[2]] 1, said 



20514108V1 



-3- 



PATENT 
81087-276978 

hinging assembly further Including an armature, wherein said first hinge is coupled to 
said armature at a first pivot point and said second hinge is coupled to said armature at 
a second pivot point. 

10. (original) The portable computer according to claim 9, wherein said first 
hinge is coupled to said display unit so as to permit rotation of said display unit relative 
to said armature and said second hinge is coupled to said base unit so as to permit 
rotation of said base unit relative to said armature. 

11. (original) The portable computer according to claim 9, wherein said first 
hinge is coupled to said base unit so as to permit rotation of said base unit relative to 
said amnature and said second hinge is coupled to said display unit so as to permit 
rotation of said display unit relative to said armature. 

Claims 12 and 13 (cancelled). 

14. (currently amended) Tho portab l e computor accord i ng to cla i m 13, 

A portable computer confiourable in a tablet confiouration. a laptop conficuration. 

and a closed confiauration. said portable computer comprising: 
a displav unit having a displav device and a back surface: 
a base unit having a primary input device and a bottom surface: 
a hinging assembly coupling said displav unit to said base unit, said hinging 

assembly having a first hinge with a first axis of rotation and a second hinge with a 

second axis of rotation: and 

a latching assembly to maintain said portable computer in one of said closed 

confiauration and said tablet configuration. 

wherein said back surface of said display unit is in contact with said bottom 
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surface of said base unit when said portable computer is in said tablet mode. 

said primary input device and said display device are between said back surface 
of said display unit and said bottom surface of said base unit when said portable 
computer is in said closed configuration. 

one of said first hinge and said second hinge is rotated to reconfigure said 
portable computer between said closed configuration and said laptop configuration. 

said first hinge and said second hinge are rotated to reconfigure said portable 
computer between said closed configuration and said tablet configuration. 

said latching assembly includes a latching arm having a first proiection and a 
latch body having a first cavity adapted to receive said first projection to maintain said 
portable computer in one of said closed configuration and said tablet configuration, and 

said latching ami further inc l ud i ng includes a second projection, wherein said 
first cavity is also adapted to receive said second projection, and further wherein said 
first projection is received by said first cavity to maintain said portable computer in said 
closed configuration, and further wherein said second projection is received by said first 
cavity to maintain said portable computer in said tablet configuration. 

15. (currently amended) Tho portab l e computer accord i ng to cla i m 13, 

A portable computer configurable in a tablet configuration, a laptop configuration, 
and a closed configuration, said portable computer comprising: 

a display unit having a display device and a back surface: 

a base unit having a primary input device and a bottom surface: 

a hinging assembly coupling said display unit to said base unit, said hinging 
assembly having a first hinge with a first axis of rotation and a second hinge with a 
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second axis of rotation: and 

a latching assembly to maintain said portable confiputer in one of said closed 
configuration and said tablet configuration. 

wlierein said back surface of said display unit is in contact with said bottom 
surface of said base unit when said portable computer is in said tablet mode. 

said primary input deyice and said display deyice are between said back surface 
of said display unit and said bottom surface of said base unit when said portable 
computer is in said closed configuration. 

one of said first hinge and said second hinge is rotated to reconfigure said 
portable computer between said closed configuration and said laptop configuration, 

said first hinge and said second hinge are rotated to reconfigure said portable 
computer between said closed configuration and said tablet configuration, 

said latching assembly includes a latching arm haying a first projection and a 
latch body having a first cavity adapted to receiye said first proiection to maintain said 
portable computer in one of said closed configuration and said tablet configuration, and 

said latching arm further i ncluding includes a second projection and said latch 
body further including a second cavity adapted to receive said second projection, 
wherein said first projection is received by said first cavity to maintain said portable 
computer in said closed configuration, and further wherein said second projection is 
received by said second cavity to maintain said portable computer in said tablet 
configuration. 

Claims 16-17 (cancelled). 

18. (currently amended) Tho portab l o computer acoord i na to claim 1 . A portable 
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computer configurable in a tablet configuration, a laptop configuration, and a closed 
configuration, said portable computer comprising: 

a display unit having a display device and a back surface: 
a base unit iiaving a primary input device and a bottom surface: and 
a hinging assembly coupling said display unit to said base unit, said hinging 
assembly having a first hinge with a first axis of rotation and a second hinge with a 
second axis of rotation, wherein said back surface of said display unit is in contact with 
said bottom surface of said base unit when said portable computer is in said tablet 
mode. 

said primary input device and said display device are between said back surface 
of said display unit and said bottom surface of said base unit when said portable 
computer is in said closed configuration. 

one of said first hinge and said second hinge is rotated to reconfigure said 
portable computer between said closed configuration and said laptop configuration. 

said first hinge and said second hinge are rotated to reconfigure said portable 
computer between said closed configuration and said tablet configuration, and whor ei n 

said base unit partially rests on one of said first hinge and said second hinge 
when said portable computer is in said laptop configuration. 

Claim 19. (cancelled). 

20. (cunrently amended) Tho method accord i ng to cla i m 10, furthor i ncluding A 
method for reconfiguring a portable computer among a tablet configuration, a laptop 
configuration, and a closed configuration, wherein said display device is contained in a 
display unit and said primary input device is contained in a base unit, said method 
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comprising: 

when said portable computer is in said closed configuration sucli that said 
display device and said primary input device are contained between a back surface of 
said display unit and a bottom surface of said base unit, rotating a first hinge about a 
first axis of rotation to tilt said display unit relative to said base unit until said portable 
computer is in said laptop configuration: 

when said portable computer is in said laptop configuration, rotating a second 
hinoe about a second axis of rotation parallel to said first axis of rotation until said 
portable computer is in said tablet configuration: and 

closing a latching assembly when said portable computer is in said tablet 
configuration to couple said base unit to said display unit. 

21. (original) The method according to claim 20, further including opening said 
latching assembly when said portable computer is in said closed configuration. 

Claim 22 - 23 (cancelled). 

24. (currently amended) The method according to claim [[19]] 20, wherein 
rotating said first hinge includes applying a separating force to said d isplay unit and said 
base unit and a first friction force resists rotation of said first hinge and a second friction 
force resists rotation of said second hinge. 

25. (currently amended) The method according to claim 24, wherein said first 
friction force is smaller than said second friction force when said portable computer is 
being changed from said closed configuration to said laptop configuration , which allows 
the first hinge to rotate before the second hinge rotates . 

26. (currently amended) The method according to claim 24, wherein said first 
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friction force is greater than said second friction force when said portable computer is 
being changed from said tablet configuration to said laptop confiouration . which allows 
the second hinge to rotate before the first hinae rotates . 
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